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(57) Abstract: A coin shape detection method and a coin identification 
sensor for magnetically detecting a coin with a high accuracy. A coin 
identification device having an improved coin identification accuracy. A 
coin shape detection method (coin identification sensor (1)) magnetically 
detects the shape of a coin (2) in order to identify the type and/or real/false 
of the coin (2). The method (sensor (1)) generates an alternating mag- 
netic field along the surface of the coin (2) inside the coin (2) and/or 
on the surface of the coin (2) and detects a magnetic flux change in the 
vicinity of the surface of the coin (2) by a detection coil (7) having a 
coil center line along the surface of the coin (2) and an outer peripheral 
surface opposing to a part of the surface of the coin (2). Moreover, the 
coil identification device identifies the coin (2) according to a detection 
signal from the coin identification sensor (1). 
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